F-1-44 Circa 1857
Charles Thomas House Grafton Duvall
Buckeystown

Private

The Charles Thomas House is an imposing whitewashed two and
one-half story gable roofed brick residence laid in common bond.

The main entrance is a colonnaded four panel door with recessed
paneling, single side lights and decorative wood lintel.

A1l l1intels on the main facade of the building are carved molded
panels of guilloche design. A two story brick addition with
enclosed two story porch extends to the rear. A brick smokehouse
with a large brick chimney is attached to the rear of the house.

The Charles Thomas House is believed to have been built in 1857
by Grafton Duvall soon after he purchased the property from Lewis
Kemp, trustee, for $639.37. Since in 1857, the same property was
sold for $2,000.00.

In 1902, Thomas began the brick manufacturing firm of Charles F.
Thomas & Son and also held significant large land holdings in the
town of Buckeystown. With his partner, William Baker, the two
became developers of the town, selling the land and building most
of the houses in Buckeystown built between 1890-1910.

Charles F. Thomas was the major entrepreneur of the town and his
large fine brick residence symbolized this importance in the town.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Charles Thomas House is an imposing two and one-half story gable
roofed brick residence laid in common bond which faces east from the
west side of Route 85 in Buckeystown.

The main entrance, a colonnaded four panel door with recessed paneling,
single side lights and decorative wood lintel is located in the third
bay.

Occupying the remaining bays are twelve pane jib windows with large
Touvered shutters and decorative wood lintels.

Extending across the first level of the house is a five bay wide frame
porch with unusual narrow double columned supports with decoratively
carved brackets. Triple columns are located in each corner of the
flat roofed porch.

Occupying each bay on the second level of the main facade of the
building are double hung 6/6 windows with Touvered shutters and decora-
tive lintels. A1l lintels on the main facade of the building are
carved molded panels of guilloche design.

A two story three bay wide brick addition extends to the rear of the
building. A two story porch which has been enclosed extends across
the south side of the addition. A brick smokehouse with a large brick
chimney is attached to the rear of the house.

The structure is covered by a slate gable roof with three stepped brick
cornice. Located in the north, south and west gables are whitewashed
brick chimneys with unusual decorative brick band on the top of each
chimney. The entire residence is built on a low random stone foundation.

The massive size of this brick residence with its highly decorative
porch lintels and chimney make the Charles Thomas House one of the most
prominent buildings in Buckeystown.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Thomas House is believed to have been built in 1857 by
Grafton Duvall soon after he purchased the property from Lewis
Kemp, trustee, for 2639.37.1 Since 1857, the same property was
sold for $2,000.00.

In 1872, Daniel Baker, guardian of Charles F. _Thomas whose parents
died while he was young, purchased the house.3 In 1888, Baker sold
it to his daughter, Sarah C., who married Charles Thomas in 1873.

Charles F. Thomas was the son of William H. Thomas who farmed the
Carroll Manor farm during his lifetime and was killed by "the acci-
dent explosion of a shell in a blacksmith's shop in 1864."5 After
leaving the home of Daniel Baker at the age of 24, Thomas farmed
for five years, and then became a merchant in Buckeystown. Later
he became general manager for Daniel Baker & Company which was
changed to Standard Lime and Stone Company.

In 1902, Thomas began the brick manufacturing firm of Charles F.
Thomas & Son and also held significant large land holdings in the
town of Buckeystown.® With his partner, William Baker, the two
became developers of the town, selling the land and building most
of the houses in Buckeystown built between 1890-1910.

Thomas also donated the land and much of his services for the
construction of the Buckeystown Methodist Church, built in 1896,
and still standing in town.

Charles F. Thomas was the major entrepreneur of the town and his
large fine brick residence symbolized this importance in the town.

IFrederick County Land Records, Liber ES7; Folio 702.
2Ibid., Liber ES10; Folio 619.

31bid., Liber CM 9; Folio 167.

41bid., Liber WIP 6; Folio 283.

5T. J. C. Williams, History of Frederick County-

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

6Ibid.
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Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst
ORGANIZATION DATE
Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 12/6/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 East Church St.. Winchester Hall 694-1063
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland 21701

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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